
ON THURSDAY, JANUARY FIRST, APPROXIMATELY 18 CHICA-
goland drivers and their navigators, including 3 teams 
from ISOA, participated in the 54th annual Outer Drive 

Hero Driving Club’s *Happy Hero’s Holiday Hangover Hassle.   
Unlike previous years in which I have participated, there weren’t 
any “unusual” cars competing this year. Most likely the sea-
sonal temperatures in the mid 30s kept any “special interest” 
cars home. There is no actual ODHDC club, no meetings, no 
anything except for the January fi rst gimmick rally that was 
allegedly established by some Korean war vets back in 1955. 
The story goes that a bunch of fl y boys who owned sports cars 
decided to roar up and down the concrete canyons of the loop 
fl at out on New Year’s Day, when they hoped to have the city 
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streets pretty much all to themselves. 
 Last year’s winner, Larry Claypool, was given the honor 
[?] of putting together the 2009 version. In the past, the rally 
has had a theme, and this year was no different. The offi cial 
theme was neon signage. Things got under way around noon 
with a driver’s meeting at the control tower of the former Meigs 
Field, now known as Northerly Island. Of the 2009 entrants, 3 
cars fl ew the colors of ISOA: Pete and Denise Ballard, Kim and 
Judy Casper, and Mike Mueller and I. Each team was given 100 
questions regarding “Signs, Signs, Everywhere a Sign,” taken 
from random Chicago locations, and all having a twist of sorts. 
For example, there was a neon sign advertising dry cleaning 
for $5.00, with a handwritten cardboard sign taped next to it 
advertising the same service for $6.00. Apparently, the proprietor 

streets pretty much all to themselves. 
 Last year’s winner, Larry Claypool, was given the honor 
[?] of putting together the 2009 version. In the past, the rally 
has had a theme, and this year was no different. The offi cial 
theme was neon signage. Things got under way around noon 
with a driver’s meeting at the control tower of the former Meigs 
Field, now known as Northerly Island. Of the 2009 entrants, 3 
cars fl ew the colors of ISOA: Pete and Denise Ballard, Kim and 
Judy Casper, and Mike Mueller and I. Each team was given 100 
questions regarding “Signs, Signs, Everywhere a Sign,” taken 
from random Chicago locations, and all having a twist of sorts. 
For example, there was a neon sign advertising dry cleaning 
for $5.00, with a handwritten cardboard sign taped next to it 
advertising the same service for $6.00. Apparently, the proprietor 

BraaappBraaapp



2SNIC BRAAAPP FEBRUARY 2009

FROM THE TTA WEBSITE

HTTP://WWW.TRIUMPHTRANSAM-
ERICA.ORG.UK/

Ed Note; John Macartney has decided 
to name the TTA Stag “Uncle Jack” in 
honor of the late Jack Drews. Below is 
the decal in Jack’s memory that will be 
attached to the car.

Joe Pawlak wrote the text below follow-
ing the work session on December 3. 

Wow! We got a lot of stuff done 
this weekend. We brought 
down many boxes of suspen-

sion parts from the Stag and Christmas 
Decoration Second Level Annex. Many 
parts were already cleaned but needed 
a once over. Metal treatment, followed 
by primer was applied and hung with 
care. The following weekend we should 

be able to get paint applied. Peter, Don, 
Chuck, Rick and Hands were on suspen-
sion duty, and all turned out great.
 In the meantime, John Kolton 
worked on the underdash wiring har-
nesses and got them cleaned up and took 
care of the surface rust on some of the 
support brackets up in there.

 Finally, Roman’s skilled hand at 
wet sanding got the bonnet blocked out 
and the front right quarter. Everyone was 
bummed at seeing the nice glossy paint 
being dulled out by 1500 grit paper. So to 
ease fears, I got the buffer out and did 2 
of 3 buffi ng stages on the right quarter. 
The fi nish is awesome, and we haven’t 
done the fi nal glaze buff yet! The best 
comment (paraphrased) made was, “No 
way do I have the patience for this. I’ll 
let my paint guy worry about it”.
 The remaining paint buffi ng will 

probably wait until after the suspension 
and drivetrain have been installed. This 
will give us a chance to fi x any scratches 
that may appear as these large mechani-
cal items are bolted in.

Tim Buja added this entry January 4, 

The timing is going to be just fi ne, 
with the Lucas 41500 distributor 
rebuilt and refi tted with a Crane 

XR700 electronic ignition conversion 
and a new vacuum capsule from James 
Paddock.  We tested the mechanical 
advance and vacuum retard on ISOA’s 
Sun distributor machine and verified 
proper operation of the electronic igni-
tion module on the scope. 

S TTA G UPDATE
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ILLINOIS SPORTS OWNERS ASSOCIATION

 The ILLINOIS SPORTS OWNERS ASSOCIATION is an owners and enthusiasts club dedicated to the ILLINOIS SPORTS OWNERS ASSOCIATION is an owners and enthusiasts club dedicated to the ILLINOIS SPORTS OWNERS ASSOCIATION

enjoyment and preservation of TRIUMPH cars. Monthly meetings are held at Mack’s Golden 
Pheasant Restaurant & Bar, 668 W. North Ave., Elmhurst, IL  [North Ave and Rt. 83] on the 
fi rst Sunday of every month (unless otherwise announced). Meeting time is 7:00 PM (roughly), 
but come early, have a beer, and share some TRIUMPH BS with your fellow enthusiasts.

 The Board of Directors meets the fi rst Sunday of every month prior to the general 
meeting.Everyone is welcome to attend the Board meetings. 

 The Board of Directors meets the fi rst Sunday of every month prior to the general 

ISOA EVENTS CALENDAR

SNIC-BRAAAPP is published monthly, most of the time, and should be expected before the ISOA membership 
meeting. Member contributions received by the 10th of the month will probably appear in the next newsletter, if at all. 
Submissions received later may be held until the following month. Submissions, accompanied by a sizeable gratuity, 
[remember- this is Chicago!] or plausible threat, are occasionally squeezed in at the last minute. Technical material is 
provided for reference purposes only and should be utilized advisedly, if at all. Opinions offered are those of the author’s 
and may not express the views of the ISOA board or the editorial staff of SNIC BRAAPPP. Reading SNIC BRAAAPP with food 
may decrease the chances of becoming nauseated. Questions, Comments, and Great Thoughts may be directed to:

Bob Streepy, 850 Kent Circle, Bartlett, IL 60103 email: trstreep@sbcglobal.net
SNIC BRAAAPP is published monthly by: VIDataPrint LLC - 847/683-9683SNIC BRAAAPP is published monthly by: VIDataPrint LLC - 847/683-9683SNIC BRAAAPP

ISOA UPCOMING EVENTS
Month Date Day Time  Event

Feb.  8th* Sun. 7:00 PM ISOA General Membership Meeting [Board 5:00]*
 21st Sat. 2:00 PM Bowling Party - Wood Dale Lanes [see page 16 for details]
 22nd Sun. 8:00 AM British Car/Part Swap Meet, DuPage County Fairgrounds
 28th Sat. 8:00 AM  IRS Trans Clinic - Pyle’s 320 N. Linden, Itasca

Mar. 1st Sun. 7:00 PM ISOA General Membership Meeting [Board 5:00]
 14th Sat. 2:00 PM ISOA Chili Party, Lathrop’s Woodridge
 25th Sat. 8:00 AM Distributor Clinic - Pyle’s Itasca

Apr. 5th Sun. 7:00 PM ISOA General Membership Meeting [Board 5:00]
 18th Sat 8:00 AM Carb Clinic - Jensen’s Joliet
 31st Sat. 4:00 AM 30th Annual “House on the Rock” Tour

May 2nd Sat. 8:00 AM  Tune Up Clinic
 3rd Sun. 7:00 PM ISOA General Membership Meeting [Board 5:00]

24th Sat.   TTA Stag Unveiling
  
June 7th Sun. 7:00 PM ISOA General Membership Meeting [Board 5:00]
 17th-20th   TRA National Convention, Charles Town, West Virginia

*Not the fi rst Sunday

Note: TTA Work Sessions will be ongoing through the first half of 2009. Check the ISOA web-
page for the latest schedule or call Joe Pawlak at 847/683-4184 for the up-to-the-minute plans.
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 At the January ISOA Board meeting, your humble and obedient scribe accepted, the January ISOA Board meeting, your humble and obedient scribe accepted, 
somewhat reluctantly, the mandate of the board and relinquished his duties as secretary 
in order to assume the position of chief executive of the Coventry Irregulars [AKA ISOA]. 
Henceforth, the monthly presidential address will be scribbled by yours truly, as will the 
monthly mumbling from the editor. In other words from now on, it will be required that 
you read “A Little BS From BS “ twice, since it will double as the president’s column 
and the editor’s column. Mark Moore is retiring to his ranch in Rockford to write his 
memoirs and work on the Guzzler Library. He will also be appearing as a motivational 
speaker before Fortune 500 fi rms for a handsome honorarium. 

 Next month we’ll try to write something a little more “presidential.”

A LITTLE BS FROM BSA LITTLE BS FROM BS

NEWS AND VIEWS

FROM THE BUSTED KNUCKLE GARAGE

BY BOB “SUDS” STREEPY

While watching the most recent 
accumulation of “wintery 
mix” pile up to the eves of 

Snic Braaapp Towers, I opted to forego 
watching reruns of “Dancing With the 
Stars” and spend the evening reread-
ing some essays by unsurpassed carguy 
wordsmith, Peter Egan, on some of his 
assorted junkets, and it got me to thinking 
about some of my all-time favorite road 
trips. [I can’t think of a more conducive 
setting to daydreaming about a TR 
road trip than gazing out upon a snow-
encrusted scene and wondering if there’s 
enough gas left in the snow blower to 
clear the driveway for the 43rd time in 
the last two weeks.]
 At any rate, I guess my first 
authentic road trip, aside from putting 
the old man’s ’39 Buick in gear while 
it was running at age four, took place 
when I was sixteen. It was 1962, and 

my friend, Mike Story, and I decided my friend, Mike Story, and I decided 
that it would be kind of cool to visit the 
world’s fair in Seattle, WA. Actually, 
we had begun planning our excursion a 
couple of years earlier. At that time I had 
a ’36 Ford Tudoor, which remains to this 
day one of my all-time favorite cars. We 
told our parents we were going camping 
and headed west. It took us about 3 days 
to reach the Pacifi c Northwest, and my 
most vivid recollection is barreling down 
a mountain pass in “Georgia Overdrive” 
[neutral] at near triple digit speeds. [Did 
I mention that Ford did not convert to 
hydraulic brakes until 1939?] We took 
in the sights and sounds [pre-grunge] of 
Seattle for a day or so and returned home 
without incident, much to relief of our 
distraught parents. Since I was grounded 
for life, I had to relive my quest vicari-
ously by wearing my “Seattle World’s 
Fair” sweatshirt continuously for the 
next two years; nevertheless, I was totally 
smitten by the primal siren song of the 
open road.
 A couple of years later, my 
buddy, Roger Becknell, and I decided to 
head to New York for the 1964 World’s 
Fair. [By then my Seattle sweatshirt was 
threadbare and much in need of replace-
ment.] This time the adventure was less 
covert. We informed our families of our 
intent in advance and headed out onto 
the open road in his Dad’s ’58 Impala. 
We made it to Flushing Meadows with-
out incident and then decided to take a 
circuitous route back to Rockford - by 
way of Florida. We hung around Ft. 
Lauderdale but were unsuccessful at 
locating any of the profusion of loose 

women we had heard were there in women we had heard were there in 
abundance. The most prominent incident 
took place on our return trip. As fate 
would have it, we managed to arrive in 
Selma, Alabama, just as the local school 
system was somewhat grudgingly admit-
ting minority students for the fi rst time. 
I remember thinking to myself that the 
bonfi re on the high school front lawn 
seemed a bit premature for homecoming, 
since it was only August. As we drove 
out of town, I noticed a ’56 Buick with 
what I thought must have been the six 
largest nuns I had ever seen following 
us very, very closely. Apparently, the out 
of state plates with the two college age 
occupants had attracted the attention of 
some of the local night riders, who must 
have assumed we had altruistic, rather 
than hormonal driven, motives for being 
there. At any rate, to quote Long John 
Baldrey, we “proceeded in a northerly 
direction” without stopping until we got 
to Tennessee.
 In 1966 my college roommates 
and I decided to visit Florida over semes-
ter break of our senior year. I probably 
thought that my previous visit to the 
sunshine state and any lack of success 
at meeting Annette Funaciello was an 
aberration. One of my roommates had 
read an ad in the Sun Times about drivers 
wanted to chauffeur cars from Chicago 
to Florida and managed to get a really 
nice 64 Olds 98 whose elderly owner 
must have surely had some reservations 
about turning over his pride and joy to 
three college kids. We took turns driving 
and arrived in Tampa in about 36 hours. 
We turned the car in to the “Drive Away” 

NEWS AND VIEWS

MONTHLY MUMBLINGS
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offi ce – relatively intact, collected our 
recompense, and took a twenty-minute 
fl ight to Lauderdale. This time around my 
luck with the fairer sex was no better than 
it had been two years earlier. After a week 
or so, we began to ponder our return, and 
we lucked out by getting another “drive-
away” car back to Chicago. This time we 
got a ‘64 Malibu four banger. The drive 
back was uneventful, and thankfully, we 
did not attract the attention of any locals 
who might have had any qualms about 
some “Illanoise Yankees stirrin’ up no 
trouble with the local coloreds.” The 
most memorable thing about that trip was 
that we returned to our barren apartment 
in DeKalb just in time for the blizzard 
of ’67 to spend several days snowbound 
with nothing other than a can of beer and 
a bottle of ketchup in our refrigerator.
 My fi rst Triumph road trip took 
place in 1988 when Dave Kayson, Jack 
Billimack, and I drove to Indy for the 

Six Pack TRials. I drove Lucille – the 
Wonder Car, and Kayson came along as 
a passenger. We managed to avoid any 
really memorable breakdowns coming 
and going, one of few times that we 
could use that phrase on a Triumph road 
trip. I do vividly recall Kayson crawling 
halfway out of the car trying to get a 
photo of us taking a lap around the track 
at about 85 mph in the rain –on Michelin 
Redlines- while I wondered how I was 
going to explain to Jan how he came to 
his untimely end.
 Since then, there have been 
countless TR road trips, all memorable 
in their own way. The trip back from 
Breckenridge is as Steely Dan sang, “still 
etched upon my mind,” and immortalized 
in verse by the Spinal Tappets. I remem-
ber losing my transmission [another 
Spinal Tappets inspiration] in the hills 
of old Virginny at the 2004 VTR, and 
of course, last summer having a wheel 

bearing seize on the way to Ypsilanti. But 
my all-time favorite, possibly because 
none of us experienced any of the curse 
of Lucas, was the journey that Jay 
Holekamp, Steve Yott, Tim Smith, and I 
made to the Euro AutoFest in 2006 that 
introduced us to the “Tail of the Dragon” 
for the initial time.
 So how about it? How many of 
you gentle readers have some special 
road trip memories, Triumph or other, 
that you might be willing to share with 
our readership. Take a few minutes and 
jot down a paragraph or two about some 
of your memorable road trips, and we’ll 
happily include them in a future issue 
of Snic Braaapp. I think it will make for 
some pleasant reading, and I suspect that 
our readers will, too.

Suds

MONTHLY MUMBLINGS
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ISOA MEMBERSHIP: Being a member of ISOA is easy! Owning a Triumph is optional; you can drive whatever 
you want. All you need to do is pay your annual dues of $25.00. (If you are a new member, add $10 one time 
signup fee, includes name badge and member kit) Your dues help cover the shipping and costs of the newsletter. 
Talk to a club member and join today! Be an ISOA’er. 

Send check to: Tim Buja, 1173 Butler Road, Rockford, IL  61108-4702
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CON “TR” IBUTIONS 
FROM ACROSS THE POND

HORSES AND SHOES
BY TONY BEADLE

A CLEAN SWEEP?

I’ve absolutely no idea how many 
horses were in use on the streets of 
Chicago in 1900, but conservative 

estimates suggest there must have been 
more than two million in London at that 
time. Housing such a vast number of 
animals required an incredible infrastruc-
ture, with row upon row of stables hidden 
away in narrow mews and back alleys 
right across the city. Of course, many of 
those old stable buildings – especially 
ones situated in the capital’s more desir-
able residential areas – have long since 
been converted into fancy apartments 
that today can only be afforded by the 
very wealthy. 
 Looking after the horses took 
some organising. Each day tons of fodder 
needed to be shipped up the Thames into 
London by a fl eet of fl at-bottomed barges 
called ‘Stackies’ (because each one car-
ried a cargo that looked like a whole hay-
stack) and nearly the equivalent amount 
of horse dung had to be transported back 
down the river in somewhat less salubri-
ously-scented vessels. In recent years, 
increasingly strident ‘environmentalists’ 
have castigated the internal combustion 
engine and the motor car for causing air 
pollution – but can you imagine what 
the atmosphere must have been like for 
people living in London with two mil-
lion horses crowded on the roads? Apart 
from breathing foul-smelling air all year 

round, the summer months brought forth 
plagues of fl ies and the increased risk of 

diseases spreading.
 Crossing a busy London 
street in 1900 could also be 
quite a hazardous experience for 
pedestrians, and not just because 
of the dangerous density of 
horse-drawn traffi c to be negoti-
ated. Keeping shoes and cloth-
ing clean while walking across 
the road was almost impossible 
and the situation got so bad in 
some places that the trade of a 

crossing sweeper came into being. For 
a small payment, the crossing sweeper 
would brush away any offensive mate-
rial enabling ladies to proceed without 
getting the hems of their gowns dirty and 
gentlemen to avoid collecting unwanted 
manure on their footwear.
 However, it was the arrival of 
the motor bus rather than the private 
car that heralded the end of the crossing 
sweeper in London. Although early bus 
companies – such as the London Motor 
Omnibus Company formed in 1903 – 
failed to survive for very long, and there 
were many problems with the fi rst buses: 
road shocks transmitted by solid tyres 
caused chassis damage, clutches couldn’t 
cope with the strain of a passenger-laden 
vehicle frequently stopping and starting 
and engines often overheated, the age of 
the horse-drawn bus was rapidly coming 
to an end. Thereafter the population was 
increasingly transported by a different 
kind of horsepower – a type that, to quote 
from a letter written by a pioneering 
motorist in 1899, did not require “a dung 
pit with its accompanying bouquet”. 

IF THE SHOE FITS

I doubt that the name Herbert Frood will 
mean anything to ISOA members, but 

this former draper’s assistant and boot 
salesman was responsible for inventing 
some essential automotive components. 
Born in Doncaster, South Yorkshire, in 
1862, after working in a local drapery 
shop and selling shoes during his teenage 
years Frood moved to a village called 

Combs in Derbyshire.
 It was there that Frood noticed 
that the horse-drawn wagons used 
by farmers and carriers employed an 
unusual method of controlling their 
descent on the steep Peak District hills 
– old leather boot soles were fastened 
to the wooden brake blocks to increase 
grip and improve braking efficiency. 
Frood adapted this set-up and began 
experimenting with various ‘brake shoes’ 
using a water-driven friction test rig 
he built in a small wooden shed in his 
back garden. Materials he tried included 
woven cotton and a mixture of horsehair 
and bitumen, and in 1897 Frood formed 
a company that would go on to become 
world famous, but only after its name 
was changed to Ferodo a few years later. 
(Herbert simply juggled the letters of his 
surname and added an ‘e’ to come up 
with the new company name)
 Frood’s new ‘brake shoes’ sold 
extremely well to operators of horse-
drawn vehicles – the London General 
Omnibus Company fitted them to all 
fi ve thousand of their buses, for example 
– and were soon in big demand by the 
burgeoning motor industry. Brake lining 
performance was greatly enhanced by the 
introduction of asbestos compounds (pat-
ented by Frood in 1908) and the Ferodo 
company expanded around the globe. Of 
course, Herbert Frood had no idea of the 
dangers associated with using asbestos 
but it wasn’t until 1988 that asbestos-free 
brake pads became widely available. 
 Ferodo became part of giant US 
corporation Federal Mogul in 1998, but 
amazingly Herbert Frood’s little wooden 
hut has been preserved and can be found 
alongside the Ferodo factory bowling 
green at the town of Chapel-en-le-Frith 
in Derbyshire.

HORSELESS NAMES

In 1886, when German-born Siegfried 
Bettmann was looking for a name 

for the bicycles he was selling all over 
Europe, he picked ‘Triumph’ because he 
thought it could be understood in all the 
different languages. Triumph entered the 

CON “TR” IBUTIONS FROM ACROSS THE POND
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motorcycle market in 1902 and the fi rst 
Triumph car – designated as the 10/20 
model – was introduced in 1923. The 
continuing worldwide enthusiasm for 
cars bearing the Triumph name 123 years 
later in 2009 proves Bettmann’s choice 
was absolutely correct.
 While the astute Bettmann sen-
sibly resisted the temptation to put his 
own name on the bike, delving through 
the reference books reveals that plenty 
of other early car manufacturers were 
sadly lacking his wisdom in their choice 
of brand names.
 For instance, what on earth was 
the thinking behind the ‘Car Without a 
Name’ (Chicago, 1909) the ‘Nameless’ 
(Hendon, North West London, 1908-09) 
or the ‘No Name’ (Horley Motor & Engi-
neering Co, Surrey, England, 1904-09)? 
It’s no surprise that the ‘Mystery Car’ 
(Chicago, 1925) remained a mystery, but 
the ‘Mystery Car’ name was later used 
again in 1935 on a three-wheeled electric 
car built in Oakland, California, but it 
also failed to progress beyond being a 
one-off.
 Even weirder was the decision by 
three company directors – E.C. Hazard, 

W.E. Hazard and G.E. Hazard – to use the 
‘Hazard’ name for an automobile built 
in Rochester, New York, around 1914. 
What the other two board members – J.F. 
Alden and G.R. Coates – thought about 
the idea isn’t recorded, but unsurpris-
ingly the Hazard Motor Manufacturing 
Co was short-lived. Equally bizarre was 
Walter A. Anger putting his name on the 
cars he built in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 
between 1913 and 1915. Do you suppose 
William Shakespeare was predicting the 
future problems of the Anger automobile 
when he wrote: ‘More in sorrow than in 
Anger’? Strangely, it doesn’t seem as if 
anyone actually has produced a car called 
a ‘Sorrow’ – I wonder why not?
 However, my nomination for the 
most twisted logic associated with a car 
name goes to one Uriah Smith of Battle 
Creek, Michigan. In 1899 he was con-
vinced he had the answer to the problem 
of horses being frightened by automo-
biles – fi x a dummy full-sized horse’s 
head to the front of the vehicle! “It would 
have all the appearance of a horse and 
carriage,” he wrote, “and hence raise 
no fears in any skittish animal; for the 
live horse would be thinking of another 

horse, and before he could discover his 
error and see that he had been fooled, the 
strange carriage would be passed, and 
then it would be too late to grow frantic 
and fractious.” The name Smith chose 
for his magnifi cent machine? He called 
it the ‘Horsey Horseless’!!! 

Copyright © January 2009 
Tony Beadle 

All Rights Reserved     

CON “TR” IBUTIONS FROM ACROSS THE POND

cont’d from page 1

sign, but not enough to have a new one 
made when he raised his prices. The signs 
were located at restaurants, bars, theatres, 
etc. from all over the city, but Toofus and 
I opted to stay in the near north side since 
A) I know that neighborhood better, and 
B) we didn’t want to come too close to 
winning the rally, lest we have to orga-
nize it in 2010. 
 Although we managed to keep 
our competitive nature pretty well in 
check in light of the consequences, 

some of the participants took the thing 
very seriously, including one who made 
an illegal U-turn in front of a Chicago 
squad car. Fortunately, the occupants 
of the cruiser were apparently dozing at 
the time, and thus failed to point out the 
infraction to the embarrassed motorist.
 Shortly after three PM, the ral-
lyists convened at the Portillo’s at Clark 
and Ontario to eat, compare notes, and  
receive their awards. Paul Bryant of WLS 
radio helped to emcee the presentation. 
ISOA’s own Pete and Denise Ballard 

were the recipients of the prestigious 
“Dead Last” trophy for having the fewest 
correct answers, while Mike and I fi n-
ished midway in the pack in 10th place, 
one notch behind and Kim and Judy, just 
where we had hoped to come in. 
 All in all, it was a great way to 
ring in the New Year, especially since we 
don’t have to do anything but show up 
next time.

Spuds
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Dear Editurd,
 We 
h e a r d  t h a t 
the treasury 
of ISOA is, 
shall we say 
“flush,” and 
w e  w e r e 
hoping that 
you might be 

so generous as to lend us a small portion 
of you excess funds, say $34 billion or so 
to tide us over until we get back on our 
feet. The recent downturn in the economy 
really caught us off guard, and to show 
the kinds of sacrifi ces we have had to 
make, we have gone so far as actually 
driving our own brand of cars, rather 
than using the type of transit that we have 
grown so accustomed to.

 If our modest request seems a bit 
of a reach at this time, perhaps you could 
be so kind as to ask the Spinal Tappets to 
perform a benefi t concert for us. We do 
so miss the private jets.
 You people more than anyone, 
should see the benefi ts of helping out a 
business that’s in a bit of a bind. After all, 
look at how well the British government’s 
bailout of British Leyland worked out.
 We have some really neat cars 
that we plan to bring out just as soon 
as we unload, er, sell off, the LeSabres, 
Grand Marquis, Hummers, Expeditions, 
and Ram pickups that we have in stock.

The Big Three Big Cheeses

PS- We are attaching a draft of our latest 

marketing campaign to dump, er sell, our 
surplus inventory. What do you think??

 Dear Messrs. Wagoner, Nardelli, 
and Mullaly,
 While it is true that the ISOA 
coffers are relatively plentiful, and we 
as a group are “car guys/girls” still, 
we would be a bit reluctant to extend a 
sizeable amount of cash to you based on 
the current economic environment. As 
students of automotive managerial his-
tory, we observe some alarming parallels 
between your current situation and that 
of the late lamented British auto industry. 
Besides, the $16.5 billion that they got 
from her majesty’s government didn’t 
turn out all that well for British Leyland, 
now did it? 
 It seems that you, like the BL 
executives in the 70s, seem inclined 
to build cars that you think we should 
like, as opposed to any that we actually 
might want, assuming that we’ll buy them 
anyway. BL failed to notice what hap-
pened to the British motorcycle industry, 
and you don’t seem to be aware of what 

happened to the British auto industry. The 
Japanese motorcycle industry wiped out 
the British bike business in a relatively 
short period of time by producing bikes 
that actually ran, and cost lconsiderably 
ess than those coming out of the UK. Plus 
they had functioning electrical systems 
and the oil stayed inside the motor, rather 
than outside. The Japanese auto makers 
introduced their version of the GT6 [AKA 
Datsun 240Z] that was so much better in 
every aspect that the sports car market 
that had been dominated by the Brits was 
gone in a proverbial fl ash.
 You guys seem to have taken a 
page from the BL playbook by building 
cars that few people actually want, and 
now you want us to bail your sorry asses 
out. While we deeply empathize with 
the plight of the hardworking men and 
women who build the stuff you guys are 
putting out, as well as the all of the busi-
nesses that depend on supplying you with 
components, we would be more inclined 
to help out if we thought that there was 
actually something in your collective 
product line that we’d like to drive. 
While we think that the Chevy Volt has 
potential, and the Ford Fusion hybrid is 
intriguing, it is the considered opinion of 
the editorial staff at Snic Braaapp that it 
may be too little too late. We have been 
wrong before, and in your case, we hope 
we are mistaken here, but as Richard 
Longworth has written in Caught in the Caught in the 
MiddleMiddleM , globalization in manufacturing , globalization in manufacturing 
has changed the playing fi eld in heavy 
industry and, as much as we’d like to 
pretend that it’s possible return to the 
good old day of Detroit’s dominance in 
car building, it doesn’t seem likely with-
out some major changes in management 
policy. By the way, since your salaries 
average $!2 million per year, maybe 
you could take a little pay cut to keep 
afl oat.
PS – As to the Spinal tappets benefi t con-
cert, the only way they’ll ever play again 
in Detroit is if hell freezes over, although 
Kayson said he’d do a drum solo if you 
make him car czar.

G e n e r a l  M o t o r s  C E O  R i c h a r d 
Wa g o n e r ;  C h r y s l e r  C E O  R o b e r t 
Nardel l i ;  Ford CEO Alan Mulal ly

LETTERS TO THE EDITURD
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Dear Editurd,
 It appears that I may betaking a 
little “vacation” from my responsibilities 
as chief executive of the great state of 
Illinois. While I’m gone, I will need to 
store my fl eet of Triumphs for an inde-
terminable length of time. Do You have 
any suggestions for me?

Hot Rod

Dear Guv’n,
 We referred your question to 
our eminent automotive techno-scholar 
and expert on lots of stuff, the revered 
Sir Bentley Haynes. He advises that you  
follow the advice that we provided to Otto 
Kerner, Dan Walker, and George Ryan, 

all of whom also took sabbaticals that 
required their cars be stored for a pro-
longed period of time. He recommends 
that you isolate the battery, fi ll the upper 
cylinders with marvel Mystery oil, peel 
shavings of Irish Spring and leave them 
on the fl oor to discourage any rodents, 
which apparently are a problem in your 
neighborhood based on the attached 
graphic. 
 He also observes that you 
shouldn’t really be taking bars of soap, 
unless attached to rope, anyway, so  the 
rodent deterrent should pose no unneces-
sary out-of-pocket expense.
 Your other option would be to 
sell your cars, possibly to the highest 
bidder, a “ *?&%#@ golden” practice 
with which you are apparently quite 
familiar.
Ed

Dear Sirs,
 I hope to open a restoration 
shop in the Chicagoland area soon that 

will specialize in 
classic cars, includ-
ing, of course, Tri-
umphs. My scheme, 
er business plan, is 
to cater to enthu-
siasts who have 
already purchased 
the expensive body 

panels, etc. and need them installed. If 
you get in on the ground fl oor, I will 
then use the parts from the marks, I 
mean clients, who come on board after 
you and use their parts on your car. It’s 
a sure fi re opportunity, and I only need a 
few investors to help me get my plan off 
the ground. What do you think?.
BM

Dear Bernie,
 While we agree that the area is 
need of a reputable restoration shop in 
the region, we would take issue with your 
plan of using the parts from one car to 
restore another. It strikes us as a some-
what unethical way of doing business. 
What would happen to the guy at the 
end of the pyramid who takes his car to 
you? It’s possible that his car would get 
cannibalized in order to fi nish the cars 
that came fi rst.
 We heartily recommend that 
you reconsider this scheme lest you fi nd  
yourself in trouble with the authorities 
and innocent customers fi nd themselves 
ruined financially, and you certainly 
wouldn’t want that now, would you?

Ed

LETTER TO THE EDITURD

Only fi fty-two days until the fi rst day of spring, but who’s counting-Only fi fty-two days until the fi rst day of spring, but who’s counting-Only fi fty-two days until the fi rst day of spring, but who’s counting-Only fi fty-two days until the fi rst day of spring, but who’s counting-
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TRACTOR MOTOR OIL PUMP 
RELIABILITY IMPROVEMENTS

TEXT AND GRAPHICS BY 
STEVE “DRIPPY” YOTT

Over the past 
few years,  
I have dis-

assembled and/or 
rebuilt  numerous 
tractor motors at the  
ISOA Annex known 
as the Silver Lake 

Triumph Centre. In each instance, I have 
carefully examined all of the critical 
areas for excessive wear to determine 
likely causes for part failure etc. One 
particular area of major concern lately 
is the oil pump, in particular, the failure 
of the spindle shaft.
 The oil pump used in this Tri-
umph wetliner four is known as a “G” 
rotor design and is commonly found in 
older engines. The pump itself is a simple 
enough unit. Basically, it contains three 
parts: the pump body, the outer rotor, 
and the inner rotor, or spindle. The inner 
spindle rotor has 4 vanes, which rotate 
on an outer rotor, with 5 internal vanes. 
The odd vane in the outer rotor is either 
in a suction mode [when it is pulling oil 

from the sump] or in the pressure position 
[when it is forcing oil under pressure into 
the oil galleys] during rotation.  

Photo above shows a standard oil pump 
disassembled as a reference.  

 The dimensional tolerances of 
the internal parts are extremely close, 
usually in the area of .004 to .010. The 
main area of apprehension is the wear 
pattern of the spindle shaft inside the 
pump body. My fi rst thought was that a 
steel shaft running in a cast iron pump 
body would cause wear in the cast iron, 
but my discussions with a few machinists 
enlightened me to the fact that cast iron 
contains substantial carbon. This carbon 
is very abrasive, and it will cause the 
steel shaft to wear under most circum-
stances. In nearly every pump I have 

disassembled, such wear was evident on 
the lower bearing surface of the spindle 
shaft, just above the rotor area. I mea-
sured this wear anywhere from .005” to 
.030.” In extremely worn pumps, I have 
actually seen the inner rotor wear into the 
pump end plate because of the tilting of 
the shaft within the pump body. In the 
worst situations, catastrophic pump fail-
ures occurred because the spindle bound 
within the outer rotor, and the drive tangs 
broke off the spindle.  

Photo above shows a typically worn shaft and 
also a shaft with severed drive tangs caused 
by this excessive wear. 

 This is defi nitely a serious prob-
lem, and I think it is a result of the mar-
ginal quality of pump repair kits coming 
from parts suppliers. The parts in these 
kits are not hardened and are prone to 
severe wear within 20-30k miles. The 
racing community has also noticed a 
larger number of pump failures recently 
with a very costly outcome! The racers 
have also seen failures with the inner 
rotor separating from the spindle shaft. 
This is a two-piece design where the rotor 
is pressed and pinned onto the shaft.
 I have been working with a 
machine shop owned by two brothers 
who repair and rebuild one-off, rare 
aircraft engines and parts. [They also 
manufacture high-tolerance surgical 
instruments, making theirs a very knowl-
edgeable, not to mention diverse, shop!] 
We have spent an extensive amount of 
time examining this pump design, as well 
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disassembled, such wear was evident on 

Following the failure of the oil pump on Jay Holekamp’s TR4 during a trip to the 2007 southeastern VTR, 
Steve Yott and Jay began to research the causes of tractor motor oil pump failure, and they found that other TR 
owners had experienced similar failures. If you have a TR2-4, the article below should be “must reading.” Your 
oil pump is the heart of your motor, and we all know what happens when your heart fails. EDoil pump is the heart of your motor, and we all know what happens when your heart fails. ED
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as the failed parts themselves. Initially, 
I went to them looking for a stronger 
and harder shaft, but their analysis has 
resulted in an entirely new design, which 
solves a number of these distressing 
issues.

Photo above is of the newly designed one-
piece spindle/rotor assembly. Notice that 
this part has a stub shaft on the previously 
unsupported end of the spindle.

 Our conclusion is that excessive 
wear at the bearing surface, just above 
the rotor, occurs because the internal 
pressure created in the pump is forcing 
the spindle to the case sides. This new 
spindle is supported by three bearing 
surfaces and is a much-improved design. 
It will not be able to exert sideways pres-
sures as the original. In order to facilitate 
this new stub shaft, the pump body end 
plate is now centrally located and pinned. 
It is then surfaced and bored to support 
the new shaft stub. [There is plenty of 
material in the end plate to support this 
design.] Pinning the end plate makes it a 
one of a kind part, which is now coupled 
with that pump body only and cannot be 

mixed with other pump bodies as before. 
The new spindle/rotor is fabricated in a 
single piece and is machined on a CNC 
mill. This eliminates the potential of 
rotor/shaft separation! The new part is 
also “gun” drilled, and oiling holes are 
drilled into the rotor and bearing surface 
areas. The principle here is that oil in 
the rotor area is under pressure and thus 
forced into the central oil channel of the 
spindle. The pressurized oil then exits 
through the holes in the end of the shaft 
into the bored hole in the end plate and 
also through the hole between the upper 
bearing surfaces of the spindle to the  
pump body. In theory, this design will 
prevent metal-to-metal contact during 
operation and solves the problems we 
are experiencing.

Photo above  shows all of the parts of the new 
design ready for assembly; notice the pins in 
the pump body and locating holes in the end 
plate and also the pressure holes in the new 
spindle assembly.

Photo above right is of the completed new 
oil pump.

Ten of these new pumps have been 
machined and assembled. We have two 
installed in working vehicles at this 
time, and the others are scheduled for 
installation before the driving season 
this spring. One pump has been sent to 
another engine builder/retailer for test-
ing, and another will be sent to a highly 
respected member of the racing commu-
nity for analysis. At this time, the cost of 
machining is high because of the nature 
of the parts and also the small quantities 
involved. To machine the parts and build 
a pump will cost in the area of $225.00, 
plus a usable exchange pump as a core. 
[Without an exchange pump, the outright 
cost will be in the area of $350.00.]
 More information will be avail-
able as testing continues, and as we 
explore manufacturing capabilities. In 
the meantime, please feel free to contact 
me for comments and ideas.

Steve
Tr4@wi.rr.com

Drawing far left, is the technical drawing 
of the new spindle/rotor assembly from the 
CAD system.

TECH BRAAAPP

ISOA TECHNICAL EXSPURTS

TR3 Bill “Whizmo” Pyle
 630/773 4806

TR4  Pat “PowerBuldge” 
 Lobdell
 219/942 1263

TR4A/ Steve “Drippy” Yott
250 262/997-0701

TR6  Jeff “Stalker” Rust
(Early) 815/874 5623

TR6 Irv “Elwood” Korey
(Late) 847/831 2809

TR7 Phil “Factor” Fox 
 630/662 7721

TR8 Tim “Tool Man” Buja
 815/332 3119

Spitfi re - Joe “Stagmeister” Pawlak
[Early] 847/683-9683

Spitfi re - Bill “Mr. Bill” Jensen
[Late] 815/729-9731

GT6 Dave “Snake” Shedor
 847/9375078

Stag Joe “Stagmeister” Pawlak
 847/683-9683

Machinist Bob “Opera Man” 
 Crowley 
 630/355 2170

KeyMaster Bob “Senile” Donile
 630/837 3721

Electrical Joe “Stagmeister” Pawlak
Paint, Body,  847/683-9683
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SPOTLIGHT ON THE TR4

FIFTEENTH IN AN OCCASIONAL SERIES

BY BOB “SUDS” STREEPY

By the late 1950s, the side-
screen TR [e.g.: TR2, 3, 
3A] had undeniably become 

more than a little “long in the tooth.” 
After more than 90,000 sales, it was 
abundantly clear, even to  the myopic 
Standard Triumphs executives, that 
fewer buyers were willing to put up 
with such archaic eccentricities as 
sidecurtains or cam and lever steer-
ing. The existence of a starting crank 
in the tool kit speaks volumes about 
how “contemporary” the TR 2 & 3 
was.
 To adapt to changing buyer 
predilections, Triumph engineers 
worked to “modernize” the TR 
series by introducing a more up-to-
date design. Codenamed “Zest” by 
Triumph engineers, the TR4 made 
its debut in 1961, even though TR3s 
were still being produced, an obvious 
concession to those purists who pre-
ferred the traditional TR style of the 
2/3 series [and as a means of using up 
any spare parts still lying around the 
factory]. Although the TR4’s under-
pinnings shared a great deal with 

its sidescreen its sidescreen 
antecedents, 
t he  a l l -new 
shee t  meta l 
of this model 
was designed 
by Michelotti 
and featured 
windup win-
dows, consid-
ered a heresy 
by sportscar 
old schoolers. 
The re  we re 
some notable 
d i f f e r e n c e s 
between the 
new incarnation and its older sib-
ling. The wetliner motor now boasted 
2138 CC, up from 1991, which 
was  achieved by simply using the 
previously optional 87mm liners as 
opposed to the stock 83s. [It was 
apparently possible to actually order 
a TR4 with 83mm liners, although it’s 
not known if any buyers took advan-
tage of this no-cost alternative.] TR4s 
also had synchromesh in fi rst gear and 
came with rack and pinion steering. 
 The new body shell was 
manufactured at Standard-Triumph’s 
new Speke plant in Liverpool. The 

body had the hood hinged at the 
front, as opposed to the rear, and 
featured a prominent “power bulge” 
to accommodate the dashpots of the 
twin SU carburetors. The dash fascia 
was redesigned, although the gauges 
were nearly identical to those of the 
sidescreen series. There were also 
new fresh air vents connected to the 
heater system, which actually pro-
vided some real, as opposed to the 
sidescreen’s mythical, heat. The spare 
tire was stored in the trunk rather than 
having its own separate space, but to 
access the spare, all of the contents of 
the trunk had to be removed
 One of the more interesting 
options, along with overdrive and 
wire wheels, was the famous two-
piece “surrey top,” which attached 
to a light framework bolted to the 
body.
 Early in the TR4’s production 
run in 1962, Triumph switched from 
SU to Zenith Stromberg carburetors. 
There was no appreciable differ-
ence in performance, and many have 
theorized that the switch was due 
to politics more than engineering, 
since rival BMC, which built MG, 
controlled SU. The carb changed 
necessitated a change to the intake 
manifold as well. Around the same 

FEATURED TRIUMPH OF THE MONTH
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Ed Note: While we’re on the subject of TR4s, John Kolton writes 
about the latest of these great cars to join the ISOA roster.

If you attended the January Membership Meeting, you heard me announce the 
arrival of a new Triumph at the Kolton household. I purchased this 1966 TR-4a  
from a friend who had owned it for the past 30 years. Originally from the Quad from a friend who had owned it for the past 30 years. Originally from the Quad 

Cities area, he brought it here in the early 90’s.
 Unfortunately, due to a lack of sheltered storage space, he stored it outdoors, on the ground with a tarp over 
it. Mother Nature and Father Time have worked their magic on it, and 
now, hopefully, I can undo their handi-work.
 The 4A has a ‘live’ rear axle, 4-speed trans, wire wheels, posi-
tive-ground electronics and an Earl-Schieb’ re-paint on top of copious 
amounts of Bondo……it will need a lot of attention.  Before I start to 
dismantle this little “Cherry Bomb,” my goal is to see if I can get it to 
run. So far, I’ve been successful in getting it to turn over freely. This 
project will be a total re-do, so keep me in mind if you’re sitting on any project will be a total re-do, so keep me in mind if you’re sitting on any 
spares or re-build advice for this model. 
GOD I LOVE THIS STUFF!!

John ‘Fru-Fru’ Kolton  John ‘Fru-Fru’ Kolton  

time, improved seats were added 
providing the occupants a noticeably 
more comfortable ride. 
 One of the fi nest examples of 
this model belongs to ISOA’s own Jay 
“Cannonball” Holekamp, who bought 
his 1964 TR4 second-hand while sta-
tioned in Germany in 1967. The car 
served as his daily driver for several 
years, and Jay tells a great story about 
driving the car in midwinter from 
upstate New York to Georgia in 1969 
with his infant daughter in a bassinet 
on the parcel shelf. It should be noted 
that to this day, Mrs. Holekamp does 

not fi nd nearly the nostalia in 
this adventure. It is not known 
how daughter Margaret’s recol-
lection of the trip compares to 
her parents’. [Ed note: If they 
were to do this today, Jay and 
Mary would most assuredly be 
arrested for child endanger-
ment.] At any rate, after serving 
as the family’s principal means 
of transport, Jay restored the 

car to its original specs and has since 
earned countless concours awards 
including the “Best in Show” at the 
2005 TRA National Convention.
 By 1965 Triumph had built 
more than 40,000 TR4s, and even 

the skeptics, who had predicted 
that it was too sophisticated for real 
sportscar drivers, had to admit that 
they wrong. Nevertheless, work was 
underway to upgrade the chassis, 
which had remained basically the 
same since 1952. This modifi cation 
would lead to the introduction of the 
next TR series, the IRS TR4A.

to be continued

FEATURED TRIUMPH OF THE MONTH
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FLASH BRAAAPP 
FEBRUARY 1984

The thirteen page ISOA newsletter, 
in resplendent black and white, 
published by editor Rick Den-

tino in the second month 
of 1984, included a list 
of newly elected offi cers 
to the board of what he 
referred to as the “Coven-
try Irregulars, i.e. ISOA, 
and included Dave Stacy 
- president, Tom Marc-
zowski - VP, Gary Revis 
- treasurer, Peggy Tiffany 
- auto cross chair, Bob 
Erickson - historian, and 
Jack Billimack - “adver-
tising director.” In those 
pre-internet days, the club 
promoted itself in the Tri-
bune, Sun-Times, and Daily Herald, and Daily Herald, and Daily Herald
Spuds was in charge of running ads to 
attract new members.
  The calendar of upcoming 
events twenty-fi ve years ago included: 
Nude Kayak and submarine races [actu-Nude Kayak and submarine races [actu-

ally a cross country skiing outing], a 
bowling party, a brunch outing at the 
Iron Skillet in Algonquin, a movie party, 
a tune-up clinic, and several rallies. [The  
emphas on competitive driving events in 
the ‘80s was considerably greater than it 
is today.] 
 The classifi eds section back in 
1984 listed a Monza exhaust for a TR6 
for $99.00 and one for a Spitfire for 
$75.00, a 1975 Suzuki 650 for $650.00, 
and a 1964 Spitfi re needing carb work for 
$300.00. There was also a display ad for 
a fi re extinguisher for $29.95.
 Dentino singled out several of 
the organizers of the 1984 Big Bash for 
“huzzahs” in recognition of their efforts. 
In a Snic Barf fi rst, [and, to the best of 
my knowledge, only] he also included 
the recipe, [in his own handwriting no 
less], for one of the appetizers that was 
apparently quite well received by the 
epicureans in attendance.

Page 7 of the newsletter listed several 
limericks Rick took from an old news-
paper article on the gas crisis of the 70s. 
In light of last summer’s “spike,” they 
seem just as timely in 2009.

 One of the features of the 
newsletter was a bio. of ISOA members 
in  the “Spotlight” section. The Feb., 
1984, member singled for recognition 
was Peggy Tiffany, who wrote a page or 
two on her involvement with Triumphs. 
Kim Joiner also wrote an article on the 
“Prairie Grass” Ralley.
 One of the many things that 
Dentino was known for was a recurring 
cartoon entitled “TR Man,” which we 
have reprinted here. He also wrote his 
own Triumph related captions to news-
paper cartoons as shown at top right. 

Return with us now to those thrilling days of yesteryear as we traverse the wormhole of time back a quar-
ter century through the magic and mystery and time travel. Calibrate your transponders to the that wild ter century through the magic and mystery and time travel. Calibrate your transponders to the that wild 
and wacky year of 1984. Be sure to line your helmets with copious amounts of polyunsaturated luncheon 

meats and positive grounded tinfoil. Below is a brief synopsis of what appeared in SNIC BRAAAPP twenty-fi ve years SNIC BRAAAPP twenty-fi ve years SNIC BRAAAPP

ago. This issue was to be the fi nal newsletter written by Rick Dentino, Snic Braaapp’s fi rst editor. After over a 
decade as editor, he was unexpectedly transferred to California the following month and turned the reigns over to 
the Manteno Bros [Irv Korey and Kim Joiner], who would serve as newsletter butchers for the next thirteen years.the Manteno Bros [Irv Korey and Kim Joiner], who would serve as newsletter butchers for the next thirteen years..

 One of the features of the 

A pregnant young lady was tryin’ 
To drive through Chicago to Zion. 
Alas, it was Sunday —
No gas until Monday — 
She named her new baby Dan Ryan.

A writer exceedingly frank 
Announced to the fi le und the rank
“Have fun with the crisis;” 
It hardly suffi ces
A limerick can’t fi ll my tank!

A wealthy young man named McSmothers,
Owns sixty-four cars (with his brothers) 
Now, with gas stations few,
They drive only two,
And siphon the gas from the others.

With heating oil short for the masses
And schools full of shivering classes 
If we call City Hall
There’ll be comfort for all ‘
Cause that’s where the natural gas is.

A rainmaker out in Moline 
Built an energy crisis machine, 
He confi des, “There’s no doubt, 
When I work the bugs out,
That I’ll make it rain pure gasoline.”

A fellow who thought to save gas,
Was offered a ride by a lass. 
She was charmed by his verve
Till they came to a curve 
And the young man decided to pass

FLASH BRAAAPP 1984
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Above are a couple of  c las-
sic graphics to help get you into 
the mood for Valentine’s Day

His signature inclusion appeared  on His signature inclusion appeared  on 
the last page of the newsletter which 
was entitled the “Blue Sheet” for obvi-
ous reasons. [We briefl y considered not 
including it lest we offend the delicate 
sensibilities of some of our more genteel 
readers, but fi gured, what the hell, if we 
can’t offend somebody, we’re not doing 
our job.]

..... And that’s the way it was, Febru-
ary, 1984, only now, you were there.

GENERAL IN “TR” EST
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ISOA BOWLING PARTYISOA BOWLING PARTY

WOOD DALE BOWL, 155 W IRVING PARK RD. WOOD DALE, IL (630) 766-6800

Back by popular demand - the ISOA bowling party. Come out to beautiful Wood Dale on Saturday 
afternoon, Feb. 22nd at 1:00 PM and bowl three lines with your ISOA fellow keglers. After the bowl-PM and bowl three lines with your ISOA fellow keglers. After the bowl-PM

ing, enjoy an all-you-care-to-eat catered meal of salad, mosticiolli, chicken and beef - just $20.00 per person.
Sign up at the Feb. meeting or RSVP Kim Jensen ASAP. 815/729-9731

Please note that since the club will be under contract to provide a minimum number of participants, if you indicate 
you will be attending, you will be obligated to pay.you will be attending, you will be obligated to pay.

EVENTS OF IN “TR” EST

Dues for the fi scal year 2009 must be paid by 
March 31st, 2009. If you have joined since Sept. 2008, 
your membership is good for the year 2009. If you are your membership is good for the year 2009. If you are your membership is good for the year 2009. If you are 
unsure of your membership status, contact Tim Bujaunsure of your membership status, contact Tim Buja

ISOA BOWLING PARTYISOA BOWLING PARTY

13TH ANNUAL BRITISH SWAP MEET 13TH ANNUAL BRITISH SWAP MEET 
FEBRUARY 22ND, 2009, 8 AM TO 3 PM 

DUPAGE COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS IN WHEATON, ILLINOIS. 
MORE THAN 100 VENDOR SPACES IN TWO BUILDINGS.

 To get to the swap meet, start at Roosevelt Road (IL-
38) and either IL-59 or IL-53. From IL-59 go east on IL-38, 
2.9 miles to County Farm Road. Or from IL-53 go west on 
IL-38, 4.8 miles to County Farm Road. This intersection has 
a traffi c light and McDonalds and Burger King restaurants. 
Go north on County Farm Road 0.4 miles to the fi rst traffi c 
light. Turn east on Manchester Road and proceed 0.5 miles 
to the entrance. 
 Vendor spaces will be $25 per space (10x10 feet), 
tables are $5 each, chairs are $1 each (sorry, no tail gate 
selling allowed). Visitors tickets will be $5 with kids 12 
and under still free. As always, parking is free. If you need and under still free. As always, parking is free. If you need 
additional information you may contact: Jim Evans (630) 
858-8192.

ISOA CHILIFESTISOA CHILIFEST
The annual rite of spring known and loved as the ISOA Chili Fest 
will be held on Saturday, March 14thSaturday, March 14thSaturday, March 14th, , at the home of Bobby & 
Annie Lathrop, 7608 Walnut Ave, Woodridge. Whip up a vat of Annie Lathrop, 7608 Walnut Ave, Woodridge. Whip up a vat of Annie Lathrop, 7608 Walnut Ave, Woodridge. Whip up a vat of 
your favorite chili recipe and bring it to Joliet. Things get under your favorite chili recipe and bring it to Joliet. Things get under 
way around 3:00 PM and will last until the beano wears off. 

RSVP 630/778-0964.

WOOD DALE BOWL, 155 W IRVING PARK RD. WOOD DALE, IL (630) 766-6800

Back by popular demand - the ISOA bowling party. Come out to beautiful Wood Dale on Saturday 
afternoon, 
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JANUARY MEETING NOTES

BY ROMAN “JR.” HRYNEWYCZ

ISOA SECRETARY

The fi rst meeting of the new year 
saw a little over fi fty hearty ISOA 
members show up at Mack’s 

Golden Pheasant on January 4th. The 
monthly meeting was called to order 
by outgoing president, Mark “Guzzler” 
Moore, at a bit after 7 PM. Mark tried 
as one of his last offi cial acts to grant 
himself a pardon for forgetting to bring 
the club gavel so that the meeting could 
be properly opened. After pleading his 
case, Mark offi cially handed over power 
to Bob “Suds” Streepy, ISOA’s newest 
president. As his first official action, 
Bob introduced the Board of Directors 
for 2009. The complete list of board 
members and functions can be found in 
these pages. 
  In attendance for the fi rst time 
were Susa and Alex Monacelli [’67 BRG 
TR4A] of Chicago. Lee Feder [TR6] was 
the only member daring enough to drive 
his Triumph to the meeting.  Bill Jensen, 
fi lling in for Kim, reminded everyone to 
get their dues current and to purchase 
plenty of regalia and remaining offi cial 
2009 ISOA calendars. 
 The floor was opened up to 
anyone wishing to share stories of a 
new purchase or projects. John Kolton 
[Stag] recounted his newest acquisition, 
a TR4A, which he bought from a former 
co-worker who had kept the car outside 
under a tarp for several years. He men-
tioned that blue poly tarps do not make 
for suitable storage and because of this, 
the car will need a full restoration. Other 
ongoing projects include Mark Moore’s 
TR6 which is getting close to having the 
fi nal coat of paint applied. Sheri “Big 

Mama” Pyle said that she looked at the 
“Girlie Car” [TR3] but that no work had 
actually been performed. Peter Conover 
informed us that his Aston Martin was 
nearing the painting stage. Lastly, Bob 
Erickson proudly declared that his ’69 
TR6 is once again running after a very 
long hibernation.
 Joe “Stagmeister” Pawlak 
updated the club on the status of the TTA 
Stag project. Even though there have not 
been any work sessions due to the holi-
days, progress continues. The distributor 
has been rebuilt, and all of the machine 
work to the engine is nearly complete. 
The motor should be assembled by the 
end of January. The next work session 
will entail re assembly of the suspension, 
which needs to be in place before the 
driveline. Now that we are in the new 
year, we all need to get moving on this 
and give Joe all of the help that he needs 
so that this car will be completed for its 
Memorial Day debut.
 We were next entertained by 
Kim Casper’s recollection of the “Heroes 
Happy Holiday Hangover Hassle” gim-
mick rally, which took place on new 
years day. The starting point was as at 
Northerly Island, and this year’s theme 
was unusual neon signs. ISOA was well 
represented; out of 16 cars entered 3 
belonged to club members. Denise and 
Pete Ballard won a special mention, 
since they managed to take last place in 
the rally. This is a very high honor since 
the winner of the rally has to plan next 
year’s event, a truly unenviable position.  
Terri Underhill then updated us on the 
Big Bash and urged everyone to attend 
and to buy their tickets immediately. 
 Jack “Spuds” Billimack pro-
ceeded to run down the list of all the 
upcoming events. It looks like this is 
going to be a busy year with the usual 
clinics to get our cars running their best, 
the TTA Stag project and charity drive, 
plus other driving events that are being 
planed for the year. Keep looking to this 
publication for the full list of events.
  After a short break the fl oor, was 
opened to anyone who had any parts or 
items for sale or that they just wanted to 

be rid of. Joe Kaplon started the segment 
by saying that he had a brake-surfacing 
lathe for anyone who could use it. The 
club’s resident go-to mechanic, Steve 
“Drippy” Yott, said that it would be put to 
use at the Triumph Centre of Silver Lake. 
Pat “Power Bulge” Lobdell had a rebuilt 
distributor for a tractor engine for sale, 
and Al Christopher has a Spitfi re center 
lock hub adaptor that he would like to 
sell. Contact them if you could use these 
items.
 Irv Korey won the raffl e for the 
second time in a row. This month Irv 
received an assortment of wire brushes, 
cable ties and a twin pack of car dusters, 
but not the coveted leopard skin steering 
wheel cover. The next agenda item was 
the monthly award nominations. The 
Peter M. Roberts nomination went to 
Dennis Delap from Lee Feder for the loan 
of a TR6 hub. The vote was unanimous 
and Dennis received a complimentary 
beverage for his largesse. The fi nal item 
of the evening was the much-anticipated 
Boomer nominations. The nominees 
were: Mark Moore for forgetting the 
gavel and trying to give himself a presi-
dential reprieve, Peter Conover named 
Bob Streepy for accepting the position of 
President of the ISOA, and Ed Krakowi-
ack nominated Lee Feder for driving his 
TR6 on a cold and damp January night 
to the meeting. After careful tabulation 
of the votes, Mark went home with this 
prestigious award.
 As your newest secretary, I hope 
that you will all bear with me as I learn 
this position and forgive any omissions 
or misspelling. I will try to keep this 
column as informative and entertaining 
as it has been in the past. I have a tough 
act to follow.

Junior

MEETING STUFF
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 Ed Note: According to 
the January issue of the January issue of Hem-the January issue of Hem-the January issue of 
mings Motor Newsmings Motor News, the , the 
Triumph Dolomite 8C, one 
of two prototypes built in 
1934 and displayed at the 
2006 VTR, was put up for 

auction by Gooding & Co. at Pebble Beach last August. 
It was bid up to $2,300,000 but failed to meet the reserve.It was bid up to $2,300,000 but failed to meet the reserve.

 Ed Note: According to  Ed Note: According to 

COMING IN YOUR MARCHCOMING IN YOUR MARCH

SNIC BRAAAPP

•Big Bash
  • Tony Beadle’s Con “TR” ibutions
   •TTA Progress Report
    •Events of in “TR” est
     •Advice to the Shopworn
      •Hub Clinic

Lots More Stuff

On sale at better newsstands January 27th 

CLASSIFIEDS & GENERAL INFORMATION

Classifi ed Ads: The Illinois Sports Owners Association newsletter will accept classifi ed advertisements from members who 
wish to buy or sell Triumph cars, parts or miscellaneous related material. We will run ads, at no charge, for club members 
for ninety days. We also accept ads from non-ISOA private individuals who have cars, parts or related items that we deem 
of possible interest to our membership on a case-by-case basis. We do NOT accept advertising from commercial enterprises 
– even if those businesses are owned or operated by club members. If a Triumph related business hosts an event which we 
feel might be of interest to our membership, we will inform our readership of this occurrence, but this newsletter, its editors, 
and the board of directors do not endorse, recommend, or otherwise support, implicitly or explicitly, any commercial entity 
doing business in the Triumph-related domain. To place an add, please e-mail Bob Streepy at: trstreep@sbcglobal.net or 
call 630/372-7565. The editor reserves the right to adjust the length of an ad to accommodate the space available.

Get a free birthday drink if you attend the general meeting 
(birthday must be on fi le with membership-chair)

NEW MEMBERS!!
[memberships - 167; members - 241]

Alex and Susa Monacelli
1016 N Marshfi eld Ave, Chicago, IL  60622-3820

H: 646 207-1028,
W-Him: 646 207-1028, W-Her: 312 297-6442

Alex’s EMail: amon5@yahoo.com
Susa’s EMail: s_visuri@yahoo.com

67 TR4A

Jeff Lathrop 2/01Jeff Lathrop 2/01
Rich Scholl 2/02Rich Scholl 2/02
John Kolton 2/04John Kolton 2/04
Jim Doering 2/05Jim Doering 2/05
Lee Feder 2/05Lee Feder 2/05
Dennis Heywood 2/06Dennis Heywood 2/06
Joe Kaplon 2/07Joe Kaplon 2/07
Steve Schoper 2/12Steve Schoper 2/12
Dan Swanson 2/12Dan Swanson 2/12
Joyce Geiter 2/14Joyce Geiter 2/14

Denise Loss 2/15
Annie Lathrop 2/15
Bob Steele 2/17
Julie Lathrop 2/17
John Janowiak 2/19
Rick Hartmann 2/25
Colleen Elzy 2/27
Joe Todoroff 2/28
Greg Heidrich 2/28

•For Sale: Rebuilt Spitfi re 3-rail trans, strap style drive shaft, 
and new 7 1/4” clutch kit. $600.00 for all. 4 wheels- 13x5.5 
American Racing (30 spoke)from Spitfi re. $100 for all. Rick 
Paulsen  847-875-8390 or Ricknsuepaulsen@sbcglobal.net 
[12/08]

Debbie Mack attends to the “Silver Lake Mafi a” table at the last. ISOA meeting
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“TR” CHIVE CLASSIC GRAPHICS

ISOA ON THE INTERNET

You can always get the latest news directly from the ISOA web site: http://www.snic-braaapp.org 
To subscribe to the ISOA electronic mailing list email  thebujas@comcast.net
Your userid and password is only for the membership roster that we keep on the website. Each ISOA 
member must logon to the site with his/her own nickname and password to gain access to the Forums and 
other “Members Only” material.

ONLINE ROSTER ACCESS INFO
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MIKE BULFER ALONGSIDE HIS 1964 TRIUMPH SPORTS SIX 
AT 2009 ISOA FALL CAMPOUT

c/o Bob Streepyc/o Bob Streepy
850 Kent Circle
Bartlett, IL 60103

Snic 
Braaapp

THE REAR VIEW MIRROR

MIKE BULFER ALONGSIDE HIS 1964 TRIUMPH SPORTS SIX 


